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A BIT OF HISTORY (http://www.cmsboules.com/)

In 9000 BC stone bowls existed. They were found during excavations in the Neolithic city of Catal
Hoyuk in Turkey. Nothing, however, proves that these bowls were used for games. The tense
situation which existed during this period in Asia Minor makes one suppose that these « bowls » were
used more for warlike activities rather than for playing.

However, an adolescent and bowls were found in a sarcophagus in Egypt, dating from 5000 BC
which leads us to believe that the bowls were used for a game.

If we jump ahead a few thousand years, we find the Greeks who considered the game of bowls as an
excellent exercise. It seems that at this period, throwing bowls was a simple manifestation of force.
The object was to throw the bowl as far as possible.

These exercises were encouraged by Hippocrate and later by Galien and Oribase, well-known in
Greece for their medical achievements. They recommended this exercise as : good for developing
the body, judgement, and dexterity. This is definite proof that this game existed at this period.
Later, with the Romans, the game was transformed. The player had to get as near as possible to a
chosen fixed point, and later, the « fixed point » became a small spherical object called a jack (un but)
the game of bowls, as we now know it, was born.

We could imagine that the game was introduced into GAUL by the Roman legions and travellers
and more precisely, in Provence when Massilia (Marseille) was founded in 600 BC and subsequently
in Lugdunum (Lyon). Tradition survived. Lyon and Marseille are the two towns where bowls have
always been popular, as in the « Gaule Cisalpine » or Northern Italy.

Little by little this game spread, and in the Middle Ages it became so popular that it was played in
public squares and in the street.

With there being no written information available, we lose trace of the game until the 14 th century
where it is mentioned in certain chronicles. We will pass under silence this period and the following

to consider the game of bowls that from the end of the XIX century.

The way of playing the game developed with customs and local traditions, there was the

« Longue » or « Lyonnaise », which later became « Sport Boules », the « jeu Provengal », « la
Rafle », and at the beginning of the 20 th century, the « Pétanque ».

Holidays, migrations, helped to implant these games in many countries, (except for the

« Pétanque », which has remained in Provence, but is now slowly progressing throughout France).
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The expansion of these physical activities throughout the world, mainly from FRANCE and ITALIE,
has made many countries form National Federations which have been grouped according to their
particularities, to form :

e In 1946 the F.I.B. (boule Lyonnaise)
e In 1958 the F.I.P.J.P. (Pétanque)
e In 1982 the C.B.I. (Rafle)

The « Confédération Mondiale des Sports de Boules » (CMSB) was created on 21 st December
1985 in Monaco, where the Head Office is situated, after discussion with the three International

Federations. Prince Albert of Monaco is the honorary president.

The C.M.S.B. was recognised by the C.I.0. (Comité International Olympique) the 15th October
1986 in Lausanne during its 91st session.

M CONFEDERATION MONDIALE SPOKTS
BOULLS (CM.S.B.)

A LTH RECONNUE, SLON UARTICLE 2 DF LA
CHAKRTY, P MITE ENTERNATIONAL
s

Alphonse LAGIER-BRUNO, President of the F.I.B., is the actual president, the vice-presidents being
M. AZEMA (F.I.P.J.P.) and M. RIZZOLI (C.B.1.). The secretariat and the treasury are assured by the
Monegasque Federation.

The C.M.S.B. is a member of the A.G.F.I.S. (Association Générale des Fédérations Internationales
de Sports), of the I.W.G.A. (International World Games Association), and the A.R.I.S.F.
(Association of Recognised International Sports Federations).

Through its three members, the C.M.S.B. has organised more than 230 world championships
(Seniors, Women, and Juniors).

The F.I.P.].P. (Pétanque) has taken part in the world games in London, Karmsruhe and la Haye.
The F.I.B. (Lyonnaise) was present at the Mediterranean Games in Tunis (1967), Split (1979),
and Casablanca (1983). In 1993 in Alés, France, a competition united the three disciplines during
the Mediterranean Games.

F3H 3B H



In June 1997, in Bari, (Italy), for the first time in their history, they were officially represented
in the MEDITERRANEAN GAMES.

In Lahti (Finland), in August 1997, the Pétanque and the Lyonnaise took part in the World
Games.

2001 was a very full year and particularly favourable for the C.M.S.B., the Bowls-Sports were
indeed present :

e To the MEDITERRANEAN GAMES of Tunis (Tunisia)
e To the WORLD GAMES of Akita (Japan)

e To Europe Small States GAMES of San-Marino

e To the S.E.A. GAMES of Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)

The number of affiliated country to the three International Federations, members of the C.M.S.B., is
in constant increase, with a fast flight of the practice by the women. So, February 9, 2002, in Monaco,
the C.M.S.B. decided again to constitute, a file of Admission Request to the Oympic Games
Program (Pékin 2008), which should be put down to the C.I.0. in LAUSANNE, beginning 2003.
The year 2002 will especially be dedicated to the development of Bowls Sports in CHINA where the
practice of the Lyonnaise and Raffa is already present.

In 2005, itis Almeria (Spain) that will welcome the MEDITERRANEAN Games , with, we hope, the
entry of the women (Pétanque and Lyonnaise). For the WORLD GAMES, they will take place to
Duisburg (Germany).The Raffa could join there, in the setting of the demonstration program, the

two other disciplines, of now and already admitted in the official program (men and women).

The most important innovation is the entry, within the CMSB, September 2, 2003, of the 4th
International Federation - and not of least - WORLD BOWLS (Lawn bowl), currently chaired by Mrs.
Betty COLLINS (Australia). Thus the bowls sports are present in nearly 100 countries, under the
authority of the C.M.S.B. They will be represented, through the W.B. with the Commonwealth
Games of 2006, in Melbourne (Australia).
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